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A Life in Christ
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Malrriage is

A Furnace of Iron Sharpening Iron

—

11.01.2024

We are a family of four. Ryan has a younger sister, Cody. Both were born in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, a place where Kentucky fried chicken is very popular. (Just in case you do not know
how to say it, it's Louisville instead of LouiSville.) If you are here today, you are part of our
extended family. For those of you who might not know us very well, here are a few hints that
may help you to get to know us, especially when we are preparing for family trips:

Starting from our youngest, Cody would say “let’s just go”; Ryan would take care of every-
thing every time; Mom would keep asking if we need to bring our own shampoo, bath towels
and lots of other essentials; Dad makes sure the car is washed up before we head out.

We have one thing in common: We all love our Lord Jesus because He loved us first.

The history of the human race began with a wedding in the Garden and will end with a wed-
ding in Heaven. Herman Bavinck opened and concluded his book “The Christian Family”
with these revelatory proclamations. Ryan also loves to read this book.

The poem that | am about to read is carved out from what John Piper wrote for his son’s
wedding;
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| shared this poem when | preached in a small Chinese church last year. After the sermon,
one of the dads came up and asked me if he could borrow it for his son’s wedding. At the
time, his son was only 6 or 7 years old.

Marriage is a covenant instituted by God and is also a school to cultivate His citizens in
Heaven; it will be OK if you are not perfect students, but be encouraged: God gets glory
when two very different and very imperfect people forge a life of faithfulness in the furnace
of affliction by relying on Christ.

Imagine Ryan and Yujin riding a tandem, a bicycle built for two. They will love it when they're
in Sarasota, where they can use a gear that sets a slow, steady pedaling that surges them
forward. It would be a very different experience in Johns Creek, though, as you know if you

have been there. Ryan will look much sweeter in Yujin’s eyes on an uphill than a level
ground. Marriage prepares you to be ready for the curves and turns into an uphill path.

Lastly, you will make it to the end if you two keep pedaling together.

FATHER OF GROOM

Larry Lw

@ Sarasota, FL
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BB RE The Testimony of Praise

Baptism Iestimony

Grace Chen

| grew up in a Christian household. For most of my childhood, | blind-
ly followed my parents’ faith, not truly connecting to what | learned in
church, but just parroting what I'd been told to believe. In 8th grade, |
decided to try to make my faith my own. | thought, if the Bible is real,
surely it can be proven to be true with sound logic and evidence. |
quickly learned, however, that this task was impossible without God. |
was trying to lean on my own fallible understanding to convince my-
self to have faith, when the very definition of faith is believing in what
you can’t see — and to do that requires you to humble yourself and
fully surrender all to Jesus.

God is always faithful even in the ...

In high school, | started turning away from God because it seemed to
me that the views of the Christian church often clashed with my own,

and it became difficult to reconcile these beliefs. Church began to feel
like a suffocating environment, and | was never excited to attend. | looked forward to the freedom | would have in col-
lege to explore and decide for myself where | wanted to go in my faith journey.

My plans were cut short in my first semester of college, when a friend passed away. | suddenly desperately wanted,
more than anything, just to be able to believe in the existence of God and the promise of heaven. | no longer had the
strength to try to stubbornly make my way towards faith on my own — | wasn’t even sure if | cared anymore. To my sur-
prise, God showed up and reached out. | saw evidence of His faithfulness with my own eyes in countless indescribable
“this could only be God” moments and in the steadfast kindness of this church and the people around me. It wasn't until
| fell face-first into God’s love that | discovered He was there and that, in fact, He had been there the whole time.

The Holy Spirit revealed to me what | had been failing to understand for years: We cannot rely on our imperfect selves,
and so we must turn to God and the gift of salvation He gave us through Jesus. As the Lord says in 2 Corinthians 12:9,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” | feel that this has given me a new lens
through which | see the world and walk in it. | still struggle with doubt and have to remind myself constantly that Christ is
enough, but | know that no matter how many times my fears try to pull me away, He is so much more powerful than all
of them combined. Psalm 55:22 says, “Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the
righteous to be moved.” | can stand firm knowing Christ sustains me even in my weakest moments.

Baptism, as a public declaration of faith, represents a promise | am making to myself and to God that | want to commit
my life to Christ and His church. | am fully surrendering all | am to Jesus. No matter where | go and what | do, | will strive
to be a witness for Christ, a living testimony of the living God.
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Baptism Iestimony
Estelle Shen

As a child, | grew up attending church and fellowship. | became fa-
miliar with biblical principles and ideas, so much so that the concept =~~~
of Jesus dying on the cross became a normalized idea for me, as |
didn’t realize the magnitude of this sacrifice and precious gift.

Growing older and less naive, | came to understand the depth of the »
gospel through experiences such as Christian camps, retreats, and | A
other places that fostered fruitful, godly discussions. | vividly re- P
member hearing a speaker preach about God’s great love and sac-
rifice for us and my subsequent acknowledgement of how funda-

mentally broken | really was and how much | needed saving.

After understanding how much God has really done for me, | began
to see both His divine power and my own shortcomings much more
in my life. | strive to walk more in His ways and live my life set forth by Jesus’s example. | have become more aware of
sin when | am surrounded by it and pray to God for strength to go against it. With every single decision | make, | realize
that choosing the alternative to sin is the least | can do as a child of God’s creation. Knowing that this God has a plan
for me, | am able to place less value on worldly ambitions. | no longer stress so hard on maintaining those picture-
perfect grades and resume builders but, instead, focus on maximizing God-given gifts and opportunities in a way that
glorifies Him. God Given Gifts - Ultimate Christian Podcast Radio Network

| want to be baptized so that | can take my faith to its next stage and be able to publicly profess my love for Christ and
my desire to fulfill his commands. Because God has loved me immensely and | have been able to live through and ex-
perience His unending love for me, | wish to commit myself to the Lord and His church, a small gesture compared to
everything God has done for me. Given the opportunity to receive baptism, | am very eager to proclaim my faith
in this way. Although still struggling with finding a balance between worldly pursuits and spiritual devotion, |
know that | can turn to God’s comfort and guidance, put my full faith in Him, and trust in His plan.
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- = A " W E— i" Thirsty for Righteousness, Live Out Christ". This is God's re-
ILRHEXR - EEEENENAEE ABRSHERILIE ! : quirement for his children, and it is also the testimony that the
. e | new creation in Christ should have before the world!
(BE) 2024 FTIRRRY 22 SRIES - & . _ . In the 22 articles included in the 2024 issue of "Words
EMMETESZHOMSERES A - ST HA ‘ﬁf N of Blessing", the pastors spent more effort to cultivate
PN &&\J the congregation. Pastor Qi used the Book of Haggai

(IBz$) RSEAXR "LIEURHE - B V

. N \ 'Q to call on everyone to "go up the mountain to get
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* wood and build the temple of God", work together to

expand the family center, and provide a better growth

REBHEFHRKHE | FRNKZFEZHNSF From the . . .

o 5 _ _ N . f’ environment for th.e next gen.erat.lon, Elder Li earnest-
BHENX - KEBEEZNITRBAR A FIER .y\ editor n ly taught the meaning of dedication, and Elder Zhang
2. o fgf( urged everyone not to stop gathering.

o * S This year, ACCCN successfully held the annual mis-
SELSRINER TSEES . "SHE sionary conference. The "Mission without Borders"

column reprinted the articles of Pastors Li Hongjun and Zhang
Weizhong, the prayer letters of Isracli missionaries supported
by us, Sister Li Shan shared her missionary career in Europe,
and Sister Ruifen talked about her experience in preaching the
gospel.

In the "Life in the Christ" column, Preacher Feng Xin published
an article in memory of the young brother Blake who fought
against cancer. The departure of several young people with
cancer this year made us sad, but this is a farewell, not a fare-
well forever. We will meet again in the more beautiful
hometown in heaven! Brother Jianjun's article "Ideal Marriage
under the Light of Christian Faith" let us know the secret of a
happy marriage, and Brother Larry's beautiful poem at his son's
wedding revealed the deep father-son relationship. The best
blessing for children is to persuade the husband and wife to
"honor the Lord as the greatest".

In the newly opened "Spiritual Practice" column, several broth-
ers and sisters who participated in BSF expressed their experi-
ences. Brother Zhenquan not only recited a poem, but also ac-
companied it with his own calligraphy works.

This year, the colleagues of “Words of Blessing” upgraded the
interface and worked hard to improve the intensity and quality
of submissions. May God bless and use this small garden, be-
cause "only God can make it grow"! The back cover is attached
with the QR code, welcome to share and spread.
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